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Rule of the Road

The terms Right-Hand Traffic (RHT; & {8l:&1T) and Left-Hand Traffic (LHT; Z{8I&1T) are
the fundamental regulations of traffic flow. About 65% of the world’s population follow
RHT system, other 35% LHT. And about 72% of the world’s total distance carries traffic on

the right, while other 28% on the left.

Left Hand Traffic Right Hand Traffic Left Hand Traffic Right Hand Traffic
Number of countries 76 Number of countries 163 Length of highway 7.969,529 Length of highway 20,929,635
network, km network, km
Population Population
(thousands) 2,404,883 (thousands) 4,424,477
Percentage of World 28 Percentage of World 72
Percentage of World 35 Percentage of World 65

Source: Population Division of the Department of Economic and Social Affairs of the United Nations
Secretariat, (2009). World Population Prospects: The 2008 Revision. Highlights. New York: United

Nations.

Source: US CIA World Fact Book 2000




Why Different?

In the past, almost everybody travelled on the left side of the road, since swordsmen
preferred to keep to the left in order to have their right arm nearer to an opponent.

In the late 1700s, however, in France and the United States big wagons pulled by several
pairs of horses. Since the driver was sitting on the left, he naturally wanted everybody to
pass on the left so he could look down and make sure he kept clear of the oncoming
wagon’s wheels. Therefore he kept to the right side of the road.

We are all familiar with the rule of

the road but we rarely stop to
consider!

Although Japan was never part of the
British Empire, it follows LHT regulation.
The origin of this habit goes back to the
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Maiji pariod. (All photos courtesy and copyright of Don Free) official.

That was the year when first railway was introduced in Japan, built with technical aid from
Britain. A massive network of railways was built where trains drove on the left-hand side.
Eventually, in 1924 LHT regulation was clearly written in a law.
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What's the risk?

Driving in foreign country initially carries risks. But driving in different road regulation
adds more stress on driver:

» Hard to stay on the lane;

» Different locations of levers, mirror;
»Tend to turn to the wrong lane;

» etc.

q 8= " i(”';.,_,:j : -
/©Am
Apart from that initial difficulties like different traffic signs and signals, speed limits, signs
in foreign language, different driving style and etc.

Different road regulations have additional stress while driving abroad.




Literature Review

Peter Kincaid ‘s The Rule of the Road: An International Guide to History and Practice was
the first systematic study of the rule of the road . The book has a collection of data on the
history of the rule of the road in territories all over the world.

John J. Leeming, professional engineer who has specialized in the problem of modern
road traffic, in his research showed that countries driving on the left have a lower
collision rate than countries driving on the right. It has been suggested this is partly
because humans are more commonly right-eye dominant than left-eye dominant . In
right-hand traffic, oncoming traffic and the driver's wing mirror are handled by the
predominantly weaker left eye. In addition, it has been argued

that left sided driving is safer for elderly people given the
likelihood of their having visual attention deficits on the left
side and the need at intersections to watch out for vehicles
approaching on the near-side lane.

Kondo et al. examined the relation between eye movements
and driving behavior in conventional and unconventional
situations. It is recognized in both turns that typical patterns
of eye movements in horizontal axis appeared between start
and end of the turns.

Which one is
safer? RHT or
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Possible observation Number of times observed

Collision+
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5) R A HTE A OO000O0O0oO0oOoOo0 O-
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